
Christmas Devotionals 
2011: Giving

Matthew 2 recounts the visit of the Magi to see the newborn Jesus. The Christmas story 
includes a variety of types of people, none of which you would expect to take part in 
such an important event, including the Magi. The Magi were gentile astrologists most 
likely from Persia or Babylon. From their study of the stars, they concluded that a great 
leader would be born in Judea. They initially made their way to Jerusalem, the capital 
city, then to Bethlehem. Even though they were not Jewish, Jesus let them be part of 
the greatest event in history. Just as He let a teenage girl, a carpenter, and shepherds 
play central roles as well. 

When the Magi (though popular thought says there were three, that number cannot 
actually be proven) first see Jesus, they immediately worship Him. Their second 
response is to give gifts to the infant. Even though they probably did not believe that 
Jesus was their Savior, nor were familiar with Jewish beliefs, they recognized that they 
were in the presence of God and could only respond with worship and gifts. And they 
did not just give any gifts, but treasures: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. This only makes 
sense -- to give their best for the best. 

Another story of similar giving can be found in Luke chapter 21. The chapter recounts 
how a poor widow gave all that she had - a few copper coins - as an offering. Even 
though she only gave a few coins, Jesus noticed. In fact, He said, “...this poor widow 
has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she 
out of her poverty put in all she had to live in.” The fact that she gave everything is even 
more significant because she was a widow. In that time period, widows didnʼt have 
much hope as women couldnʼt work. Yet, even though she was a widow and very poor, 
she gave everything not because she had to, but because she desired to. 

When you give, do you do it because you have to or because you want to? Do you give 
to feel good about yourself or make others think well of you? Or do you give at all? 
There are many verses in the Bible about giving. God calls us to honor Him with our 
wealth (Proverbs 3:9-10), give in secret so as not to draw attention to ourselves 
(Matthew 6:2), and give to those in need (Romans 12:13). There are also many verses 
that declare that those who give will in return receive and will be taken care of by God 
(Proverbs 11:24). However, we should never give in the hope of being rewarded. Giving 
should be done out of worship. Like the Magi, our response to our magnificent Savior 
should be to give what we have so that He might be glorified and pleased. 



This Christmas, give freely. Use the blessings God has given you to be a blessing to 
others. 

Putting It Into Action: It is easy to intend on giving, but never follow through. Make a list 
of ways to give that are both a challenge for you, but also manageable. Donʼt pick things 
you know you wonʼt actually do. When making your list, consider how you can give 
using your own talents (writing, teaching, encouraging, listening, singing....) and how 
you can give using your own possessions and money. Consider giving to the following 
organizations: Samaritanʼs Purse (through Samaritanʼs Purse you can donate money 
to help children learn to read or write, give livestock to poor families, feed a hungry baby 
for a week, give clean water to a thirsty community, and much more) and Global Aid 
Network (GAIN seeks to transform lives through compassion. There are many ways 
you can support them and others. You can make or pay for care packages, donate 
money, ship meals to Haiti, raise donations for clean water, and more.)

This week use your time to give to others with your talents and possessians. Next week, 
read about serving others.


