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Matthew 2:13-15 says, “Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee 
to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

This passage describes action. God called Joseph and Joseph took action on that 
command and went to Egypt. The dictionary definition of the word act is, “take action; 
do something.” Do something. As Christians, our lives have a crucial purpose. 
Throughout the past month, youʼve seen four responses to the Christmas story: 
obedience, worship, giving, and service. Just because this devotional series is coming 
to a close does not mean you should cease to obey, worship, give, and serve. As you 
think about the new year and resolutions, think less about physical things and more 
about how you are representing Christ through your actions. 

2 Corinthians 2:15 says, “For we are the aroma of Christ among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing.” and Philippians 2:14-15 says, “Do all things  
without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world.” As Christians, we should be the fragrant aroma and 
shining lights of Christ. Others should see Jesus through our actions. Does that mean 
we have to be perfect all the time? Of course not! God doesnʼt expect us to be perfect 
or identical to Him. As creations we canʼt be exact replicas of our Creator, but we are 
expected to imitate Him (Ephesians 5:1). The dictionary defines imitate to “take or follow 
as a model”. Thus, weʼre to model Godʼs behavior.

The word model is an action; itʼs not passive. Too often Christians are passive in their 
faith, including myself. Itʼs so much easier to just believe in God and act like everyone 
else. But the Bible says that even the demons believe in God (James 2:19). The next 
verse challenges those with passive faith, calling them foolish to think that faith can 
stand by itself free of works. Faith is completed by works (James 2:22). If we are truly 
walking with God, we will grow and produce fruit. By spending time with us, others 
should be able to taste that fruit and see Jesus. They should be able to smell His sweet 
fragrance and be drawn to His dazzling light.



In His word (Galatians 5:22-23), God gives a list of fruits that should be growing in our 
hearts if we truly are walking with Him. Love. Joy. Peace. Patience. Kindness. 
Goodness. Faithfulness. Gentleness. Self-control. These fruits should come naturally as 
you walk with God. If you immerse yourself in Godʼs word and pray on a daily basis, 
your relationship with God will only get stronger and youʼll produce these fruits.

In this coming year let this be your goal:  walk with the Lord in a way that everyone 
around you will be able to smell and see Him. As Christians, we represent our faith and 
our God through. Take action and represent them both well.


