
Christmas Devotionals 
2011: Serving

“Behold I am a servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” -Mary, Luke 
1:38

So far, people present for the birth of Jesus have responded with obedience, worship, 
and gifts. Another response is service. After finding out that she is pregnant with the son 
of God, Mary declares that she is a servant of the Lord. The word servant was 
translated from the Greek word “doulos,” which means slave. Often the word 
“bondservant” or "servant" replaces “slave” in the Bible because it means voluntary 
service. Mary chose to serve the Lord despite her circumstances, just as we too have 
the choice of whether or not to serve the Lord. 

Service is an evident theme in the Bible, specifically in the life of Jesus on earth. 
Matthew 20:26-28 says, “...whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Philippians 2:3-4 takes it even farther, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.” Count others more significant than 
yourself. In our world today everything is focused on ourselves. How can we make 
ourselves look better? What can we buy for ourselves? How can we make more 
money? How can we make ourselves more comfortable? Not often is it, how can we 
make her feel better? Or what can I do for them?

Jesus came down to earth not as a dictator or as a demanding king, but as a humble 
servant. John 13:12-14 says, “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one anotherʼs feet.” Two summers ago, I went to Ethiopia on a missions trip. One day, 
my small group went for a prayer walk and one of the other girls and I accidentally 
stepped in a foot of sewage. It was so disgusting and stinky! Though embarrassed, we 
went to one of the many shoe-cleaners on the side of the rode. Undaunted, they quickly 
took off our shoes and proceeded to not only clean our shoes but wash our feet! And all 
for about 10 cents. Can you imagine if that was your job? What if you spent your whole 
life cleaning other peoplesʼ feet? Yet thatʼs what Jesus did. He cleaned peoplesʼ feet. He 
talked to lepers. He touched beggars. He dined with the scum of society. And thatʼs 
what Heʼs calling you to do. Now you donʼt have to literally go wash someoneʼs feet, but 



instead of always thinking of yourself, try thinking about others. Count others more 
significant than yourself.

This Christmas, put others above yourself and seek to serve. 

Putting It Into Action: Luke 16:13 says, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other.” Before you can serve others, you must decide who you ultimately serve. What do 
you spend your time thinking about? Talking about? What do you base your decisions 
on? Your answer to those questions will reveal who you are truly serving. Just like the 
verse says, you cannot serve two masters. You cannot serve God and something else. 
Choose to serve God. Spend time reading His word and in prayer. The more time you 
spend seeking your Savior, the more you will become like Him and desire to serve 
others. Look for simple things you can do for the people around you. Do your siblingʼs 
least favorite chore. Clean the kitchen for your mom. Offer to help someone carry things 
to their car. Once you start looking, youʼll find lots of ways to serve others. 

Next week, read about taking what you've learned from the Christmas story and putting 
it into action. 


