
Christmas Devotionals 
2011: Obedience

Close your eyes and think of someone you know who is a social 

outcast. Picture that person in your head. Even though, hopefully, you donʼt 
exclude him or her, you probably still donʼt want to be associated with that 
person because, if people see the two of you together, you will most likely 
become an outcast too. 

Now that you have this person in your head, imagine this: youʼre sound 
asleep. Youʼve had a tiring day. You had multiple tests in school, your 
parents got mad at you for forgetting your chores, you fought with your 
siblings, and you had too much homework to go to your weekly Bible-study. 
To top it off, that outcast - the one who everyone looks down upon and 
avoids like the plague - sat with you at lunch, in front of all of your friends. 
A few months ago, you had befriended her. But now, after she had been 
caught in being involved in multiple questionable activities, you couldnʼt 
keep being seeing with her. So youʼve decided to  quietly tell her to quit 
talking to you. 

So back to sleep. Youʼre snuggled up under layers of blankets and your 
head is resting on a soft, fluffy pillow. Darkness settles in your room and the 
house is absolutely still. Suddenly, a blinding light fills your room and a 
voice speaks to you. Youʼre startled and wonder if youʼre still dreaming. The 
voice says, “Do not fear to be friends with the girl at your school.” Now 
youʼre really confused, why is this angelic figure talking to  you about the girl 
at your school? But before you can question anything, the light is gone and 
your room is quiet again. You drift back to sleep. The next morning you 



wake up and do your devotional. Itʼs starts off with, “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me 
(Matthew 25:45).” You feel funny and remember the dream you had last 
night. You canʼt hide from Godʼs voice any longer. So now youʼre left with 
two decisions: to obey or not to obey?  

This is the same situation we find Joseph in in Matthew one. His situation 
is a tad more serious, however. His fiancee, Mary, is pregnant and itʼs not 
his child. In Biblical days, adulterers were put to death. It was no  light 
matter. And if Joseph chose to stay with Mary, he would most certainly be 
an outcast and looked down upon. So he decides to quietly divorce her, 
saving both of them from outright humiliation. Matthew recounts that while 
Joseph was still considering this, an angel appeared to him, commanding 
him to  marry Mary. Now he, too, was faced with the decisions: to obey or 
not to obey? 

I think itʼs interesting that this is how Jesusʼs birth is first told. Matthew is 
the first of the four Gospels and the only one to begin the story with 
Joseph. He doesnʼt start with Mary or John the Baptist (like Luke) or the 
actual birth, but Josephʼs choice of obedience. The Bible is full of stories 
like Josephʼs. God called Abraham to kill his one and only son. Abraham 
had a choice of whether to obey or not, even though the results would be 
heartbreaking. Jonah had to choose whether to obey Godʼs voice calling 
him to Ninevah. In Acts, Ananias had to choose whether or not to obey God 
when he was told to help Saul, who would later become Paul. These 
stories arenʼt for the light-hearted, nor is Godʼs voice. God told Abraham to 
kill his son, he told Jonah to travel to one of the most evil cities, and he 
commanded Ananias to approach the most known Christian persecutor. 
These men had faith to hear Godʼs voice and chose to obey, even if it 
meant giving up everything that was dear and precious to them. 

God calls us to obey on a daily basis. He may not ask you to go to the 
most evil city on earth, but He calls you to befriend people at your school, 
to respect your parents, to live in this world, but not of it. Are you listening 
to Him? And, more importantly, are you obeying? 



Joseph heard Godʼs voice and, thankfully, he chose to obey. He may not 
have understood, He most certainly must have been afraid, but He chose 
to obey. He chose to marry Mary, even though it meant his social demise, 
and accepted her son into the line of David, the royal lineage. 

What is God calling you to  do? Maybe itʼs something drastic, maybe itʼs 
something minor, but Iʼm sure Heʼs calling you to do something and you 
have a decision to make. The Christmas story starts with obedience and if 
you want to prepare your heart for celebrating the birth of your savior, your 
story need to start with obedience as well. 
 

Putting it into Action
Start a Christmas journal or a folder on your computer of 
photographs, however you like to express yourself. Write 
down (or take pictures of) some things that God is calling 
you to do. Give yourself goals everyday and find someone 
to keep you accountable. Start by taking small steps. 
Begin your day by thinking about how you can obey God 
in everything you do, not how close can you get to sinning. 
Think of Bible stories revolving around obedience and see 
how they play out. Find applicable truths and jot them 
down. Remember, all things are possible in Christ Jesus 
who gives you strength.


