
What’s God up to?
 read how God is working in MKs’ lives around the 

globe!

  I’ve only been in college for a few weeks, but it’s crazy to see how 
much happens in such a short amount of time. It’s in this transition 
period that students decide who they really want to be: followers of 
Christ, or followers of the world. Talking to skeptics and believers 
around campus, I’ve learned that hypocrisy among “Christians” is 
one of the main reasons more people don’t choose to follow Christ. 
God has shown me the importance of living a life dedicated to 
LOVING non-believers, versus excluding them. Jesus didn’t reject 
tax collectors, prostitutes, or sinners (“WHILE we were STILL sinners, 
Christ died for us”- Romans 5:8); in our modern context, neither 
should we. Matthew 5:13-16 explains that we are called to be the 
“Light of the world” that is to “give light to everyone in the house.” 
Why then do we so often make decisions to hide our light from non-
believers? Be a light today!

-Amy C.  Singapore/USA

God has been working in me more than I could have ever expected. 
Two months ago my family moved to Italy. Someone recently told 
me that their prayer was for God to make them more alive than ever 
in this country that was said to "kill". That is exactly what God is 
doing in me. Even in only two months God has shown me things 
from His word and His world and His people that have grown me 
more in Him. I'm told Italy will strip me of everything but Jesus, and 
I want that. I want to only desire Him. God has been teaching me 
patience and humility more than anything. Things that I wouldn't 



have learned in America, or at least not in the same way. He 
humbled me and is humbling me to know there is no way I can do 
this on my own. And patience for learning (the culture and 
language) and relationships. I feel closer to God than I ever had 
because of having to trust Him more than ever. I am so thankful.

-Grace M.  Italy

  Moving thousands of miles away from my family this summer and 
starting college at Cedarville University has been a huge adjustment. 
There have been countless great moments, meeting so many people 
and making new friends. The first few weeks of college and I loved 
every moment. School has been rather stressful and at times I’ve 
desperately missed my home and family in Papua New Guinea, yet 
this period of my life is a great opportunity to grow immensely. I 
have seen God’s power at work, especially as I’ve prayed for others 
and they’ve prayed for me. On several occasions, when I felt 
homesick, I sensed God’s presence and he comforted me. Later I 
learned that people had been praying for me during those specific 
times, including my parents.  One afternoon I had two tests to study 
for but no desire to. I did it anyways, because I felt that it was the 
right choice to make. When I checked my email hours later, I found 
an email from my mom in my inbox. I was amazed and struck with 
awe when I read that she had been praying that I would study and 
do my work for that very afternoon! God encouraged me by showing 
me the power of prayer, even with a small thing. The fact that God 
cares about every little thing and is involved in every moment of our 
lives was reinforced in my life. I have faced many changes in the 
past six weeks since arriving at Cedarville, and although it hasn’t 
been easy, God has provided people to encourage and support me.

-Jessica B.  Papa New Guinea/USA



God has definitely been teaching me that appearance 
and caring so much about what people think isn't as 
important as I make it seem. To make a long story 
short: on a missions trip to Ethiopia everyone got 
random challenges to help stretch our faith. Mine 
just so happened to be giving away half of my 
clothes and not being able to go shopping till 
christmas. I was at first devastated because not only 
was this going to be sooo hard but this also fit me 
perfectly. I was ashamed when my eyes were opened 
to how materialistic I have become and I think that 
through this God really wants to help to change my 
character. I realized that before this I would go 
shopping every weekend for 5 hours and buy so 
much, yet I complained about not having time for 
God and I complained about having no money for 
offering. 
   I decided that because I work so many jobs I won't 
be using this money on clothes so i decided to send 
it to an orphanage that I went to on a mission trip. 
This is a HUGE step for me because I was so greedy 
with my money. 

-Susanna W.  Zimbabwe/USA

Recently my family moved to the States from 
Morocco, North Africa. I was really scared that people 
wouldn’t understand me and that the culture shock 
would be overpowering. I asked God constantly to be 



with me and keep me from falling into depression. 
Guess what? It worked! Not only did I make a lot of 
friends but they really seemed to be interested in my 
life overseas! Of course there were problems and 
drama, but hey, what’s life with out a little but of 
“interesting” in it? We found an amazing church, I 
already have some really great friends, we just got a 
beautiful British Black Labrador name Solomon, AND 
I grew closer to God. My Lord is amazing!

-Nicole C.  Morocco/USA

Recently God has been teaching me how much I need him and how 
much I keep needing to come back to Him over and over again. In the 
busyness of life, school, after school activities, and friends, God is 
faithful, even if I am not totally faithful to Him. He keeps on showing me 
how much I need Him and how important spending time with Him in 
prayer and in His word really is. I have learned over and over again that 
He is the only thing that can fulfill my life.

-Catherine C.  Slovakia

One of my good Italian friends is VERY far from the Lord. But still we 
are good friends and one of the things we love doing together is having 
lots of sleepovers. At our last one I spent Saturday night at her house. 
The next morning as I was getting ready for church I pulled my Bible 
out of my backpack. A moment later when I came back in the room I 
found her looking through my bible and she started asking me 



questions like if I would get punished if I did not read it, or if I 

understood, liked and learned from what I read. She seemed really 
interested and would like to know more. Please pray for me to know 
what to say to her and that she and other Italians like her would grow 
close to God.

-Ragan K.  Italy

Have you ever felt like you just could hear your own heart cracking? I 
know I have! This week my heart has been broken into a million of little 
white and shiny porcelain pieces! I don't remember feeling that empty, 
sad and broken in the matter of just a little week. I've cried and asked 
why. I’ve been so emotionally tired and thought through every little 
piece of me that has been shattered and came to a powerful revelation: 
It's when you're broken that God shines the brightest!

Here are a few quotes from various writings that has encouraged me in 
a beautiful way:
"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit." (Psalm 34:18) and  "And if Our God is for us, then 
who could ever stop us/ And if our God is with us, then what can stand 
against?" from the song, Our God by Chris Tomlin. God can be the fixer 
of broken, fragile hearts if we let Him be! I'm still learning to place 
mine in His loving hands. I hope you'll join me on my journey to 
discovering beauty from pain!

-Rebecca M.  France



My name is Allison, and I'm 11 in the 6th grade. I'm an MK 
living in San Jose, Costa Rica. My family has been in the 
process of adopting a 3 year old little girl for the past 2 
years. She is from a special needs orphanage in Juarez, 
Mexico, currently the most dangerous city in the world. 
Before moving to San Jose, my family lived right across 
the border from Mexico in El Paso, Texas and we visited 
her often. When we moved here in March it meant that we 
wouldn't know how long it would be until we would be able 
to see her. However, recently we received news from 
Mexico saying that it was necessary for us to go to Juarez 
because of our adoption. This was fantastic news! Not 
only would we be able to see Paulina (our little sister), but 
also see our friends and attend a wedding of one of my 
dad's co-workers as a whole family. We are still waiting for 
Paulina's files to be approved in order for the adoption to 
be finalized, and need as many prayers as possible, but  
God is certainly at work.

-Allison T., Costa Rica

God has been working in my life a LOT lately!! 
He has been changing my heart so that I walk 
deliberately in the Spirit and therefore can pour 
forth the fruit of the Spirit. Also He has been 
humbling me a lot, bringing me to my knees when 
I realize how desperate I am to know Him more. I 



want His plan for my life to be revealed and I know 
that the only way that can happen is by getting to 
know Him intimately- giving Him my whole heart 
and seeking His heart. Ever since I found out that 
our family will be spending the next year in the 
States, I have realized that God has always been 
guiding things so that I will learn to depend on Him 
alone. I have the tendency to look to other people 
to satisfy my needs and wants but I need to learn 
that only when I put my hope in Him will I not be 
disappointed. I know that He will be there for me 
every step of the way and I truly hope I learn to be 
satisfied with Him alone.

-Michaela F., Germany


