
School Views: Read about Different MKsʼ School Experiences

National: It is very hard, if not impossible, to explain going to school in a foreign country with one word. 
But that word certainly isnʼt “easy”.
    I live in Pisa, Italy and have been going to Italian school for 5 years. Like every school, there are 
positives and negatives. Some of the positives are that I have shorter school days, that the school is 
across the street and I can learn Italian faster and better. The biggest negative, however, is having to go 
to school on Saturday! 
    Through my experiences with school God has given me courage for facing unknown things. He has 
shown me that whatever we do, wherever we are, He will always provide for us. The Lord, most 
importantly gave me a heart for Italians that donʼt know Him.
    One unique thing about my school is that there are so many foreigners (sadly no Americans).
     I always try to show the Lordʼs light by telling people about what Campus Crusade (the organization 
my parents work with) does and why we are so interested in telling people about Jesus. Some people 
have even asked about coming to church with me.
     One thing that I think we have to remember is that each one of us have a roll in His master plan. We 
may not always be able to se how our roll fits in His plan, but we need to remember that no roll is too 
small.

-Ragan K.  7th grade

Homeschool:  Just like any other mode of schooling, there are definitely both positives and negatives to 
homeschooling. An obvious example of the negative side of homeschooling is the social deprivation. 
This can be extremely difficult for extroverts, and often produces socially awkward kids. On the other 



hand, if a homeschooling student has a healthy body of friends around him or her - home-schoolers and 
others - then homeschooling can be a great experience. Personally, I love the independence of 
homeschooling and the ability to choose my courses and set my own pace. I like both the flexibility of my 
schedule, as well as the responsibility to live up to - getting things done without more structure.   

   As a homeschooler, I know many other Christian middle and high school students in my city who 
homeschool. We together have a homeschool co-op that comes together multiple times during the week 
to have extracurricular classes - things we couldn't do without classmates, such as P.E. and science 
labs. So that's pretty much our school environment. Right now, we are going through some rough times 
in our co-op when it's hard to see God at work - three key large families just moved away this summer - 
but I know He is there. By His grace, we even found each other and formed our co-op in the first place. 
By His provision, we were able to form strong bonds and make really close friendships among each 
other - and avoid that "social awkward" phase [I think ;)]. And one huge thing that God has taught me 
through this co-op is the lesson of living every day of my life as a witness for Him - even, and especially, 
among other Christians.

-Amanda C.  10th grade 

American Public: I really love my public school because of all the opportunities it brings. A larger school 
means more students which bring more clubs, sports, a wider variety of class courses and often really 
good and experienced teachers. Plus the school brings a lot of school spirit which is also fun! A public 
school gives you so many opportunities to excel academically too with many more AP classes offered. 
   There are a lot of really great things about being in the public school system, but with that brings a lot 
of things that aren't really great. In such a large public school it is a lot harder to control what happens 
and most often students can get away with anything. The first year i started going to my public high 



school as a freshman, i was shocked to see girls my age pregnant. I know this often isn't the reality at 
other schools but its one of those things that you cant help ignoring. 
   Coming into a huge public high school as a freshman was pretty overwhelming at first. During that time 
i grew in my relationship with Christ. He really became my best friend because while i saw all these 
things going on around me, things i felt were wrong i turned to God as my best friend. God has really 
used my friends in my life to urge me to keep strong in my faith and be a light in my school. 
   Being an MK at my school makes me unique. Public schools are full of unique people that all have 
their own interests. I originally thought it would be hard, but it actually wasn't! Every time someone asked 
me how long I've been in Orlando and where i had moved from. They always followed up with the 
question why did you live there or what did your parents do? Its a great opportunity to share a little about 
your life while sharing a little about your passion for Christ!

-Anna E.  11th grade

International: International schools are very diverse and unique - Everyone comes from different 
backgrounds, different countries and different cultures. Most of us have something in common though, 
we are all TCKs (third culture kids) and we all are looking for people who will understand where we are 
coming from. Friendships are formed immediately because we do not know how long we will get to enjoy 
that person. International schools are great because you know people from all corners of the world and 
you are exposed to different nationalities. Also, our bonds go deep because we can relate so well and 
our friendships are strong.
   Some hard things about international school are that you are always saying goodbye to friends, 
teachers and mentors that mean a lot to you. It can also be confusing and hard if the cultures 
represented around you are very different and hard to understand. 
   God has used my school (BFA- its great!) to teach me that friendships are not eternal and i need to 
lean on God to to be my best Friend. I have also learned that God is doing amazing things all over the 



world and its amazing to be a part of that. I love my school and I am so thankful to God that I can attend 
there.

-Michaela F.  10th grade


