


Spring	  was	  always	  my	  favorite	  season	  in	  Italy.	  The	  cold	  weather	  that	  forced	  you	  to	  bundle	  up,	  <ghten	  a	  
scarf	  around	  your	  neck	  and	  brace	  yourself	  for	  the	  icy	  air	  started	  to	  ease	  into	  a	  cool	  breezy	  sunshine,	  loosing	  the	  
fabric	  around	  your	  neck	  turning	  it	  into	  a	  fashion	  statement	  rather	  than	  a	  neck	  heater.	  The	  trees	  started	  to	  come	  
alive	  into	  a	  fresh	  green	  again,	  and	  the	  cherry	  blossoms	  became	  the	  beau<ful	  decor	  of	  the	  parks	  around	  you.	  It	  
was	  gorgeous	  and	  serene.

The	  weather	  might	  not	  be	  quite	  the	  same	  here	  in	  Lubbock.	  The	  gradual	  change	  of	  cold	  to	  warm	  happens	  daily,	  
without	  much	  warning,	  therefore	  leaving	  one	  either	  longing	  for	  a	  brightly	  colored	  scarf	  to	  keep	  warm	  or	  
despising	  the	  brightly	  colored	  scarf	  they	  now	  have	  to	  lug	  around	  all	  day	  due	  to	  the	  20	  degree	  weather	  change.	  
Regardless,	  the	  blue	  skies	  found	  here	  in	  West	  Texas	  remind	  me	  that	  spring	  is	  right	  around	  the	  corner.

These	  blue	  skies	  hold	  more	  than	  the	  coming	  season	  change.	  They	  hold	  memories	  of	  my	  life	  in	  Florence.	  They	  
have	  reminded	  me	  of	  my	  precious	  days	  when	  I	  would	  take	  a	  day	  just	  to	  be	  with	  the	  Lord.	  Days	  that	  usually	  
brought	  me	  to	  parks	  overlooking	  the	  city	  where	  I	  would	  dive	  into	  the	  Lord's	  word,	  pour	  my	  heart	  into	  my	  
journal,	  and	  be	  encouraged	  by	  the	  lyrics	  of	  Jeremy	  Camp	  songs.	  They	  have	  reminded	  me	  of	  searching	  my	  brain	  
for	  every	  Italian	  word	  I	  knew	  as	  I	  spent	  <me	  under	  the	  blue	  umbrella	  of	  sky	  with	  Italian	  students	  I	  had	  just	  met.	  
The	  blue	  skies	  have	  reminded	  me	  of	  names	  like	  MaMeo,	  Nico,	  Palma,	  Maria	  Cecilia,	  Arta,	  Claudia,	  and	  so	  many	  
more.	  Names	  that	  are	  dear	  to	  me.	  Names	  that,	  although,	  I	  haven't	  seen	  in	  over	  a	  year	  and	  a	  half	  I	  s<ll	  think	  and	  
about	  pray	  for	  daily.

Although	  language	  barriers	  were	  common,	  phrases	  and	  words	  never	  completely	  understood,	  there	  is	  a	  deeper	  
friendship	  within	  some	  of	  these	  Italian	  friends	  than	  I	  have	  with	  anyone	  here	  in	  America.	  It	  isn't	  a	  maMer	  of	  
them	  being	  a	  "best"	  friend,	  or	  what	  you	  might	  usually	  think	  of	  when	  thinking	  of	  friendships,	  but	  something	  
inexplicable.	  It's	  the	  knowledge	  that	  no	  maMer	  how	  long	  I	  go	  without	  seeing	  them,	  even	  if	  it	  is	  a	  life<me,	  they	  
are	  s<ll	  my	  friends.	  My	  heart	  is	  aMached	  to	  people	  like	  Palma	  and	  Maria	  Cecilia.	  People	  that	  taught	  me	  so	  much	  
about	  another	  culture,	  another	  language,	  a	  bigger	  picture	  of	  the	  Lord's	  love	  and	  grace.

So	  thank	  you	  blue	  skies	  of	  West	  Texas.	  Thank	  you	  for	  being	  the	  same	  in	  North	  America	  as	  you	  are	  in	  Europe.	  
Thank	  you	  for	  reminding	  me	  of	  things	  of	  years	  past.	  Thank	  you	  for	  not	  leSng	  me	  forget	  people	  far	  away	  by	  
distance	  but	  close	  to	  my	  heart.

taken with permission from: katiebearden.blogspot.com
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Make 2011 a Year of Big 
Dreams: 

Writing Tips by C.J. Darlington 

Someone recently asked me to share my advice to teens who aspire to write. 
I'd like to share the 4 tips I gave as my response. Because now that 2011 is 

upon us, we need to keep on dreaming big. God's got great plans for you this 
year!

#1: You’re never too young for God to use you. 
He often puts desires and dreams in our hearts when we’re young to guide 
us into our callings. Are you passionate about reading, books, and writing? 
Are you happiest when creating? Allow yourself to pursue those dreams. 
Chances are God’s given them to you for a purpose.

#2: Follow your heart
It’s easy to talk ourselves out of our dreams. But don’t let yourself, or your 
friends, or anyone do so. You have the desire for a reason. God’s got great 
plans for you!



C.J. Darlington is the author of Thicker than Blood 
and Bound by Guilt. A homeschool graduate, she 
makes her home in Pennsylvania with her family and 
their menagerie of dogs and cats. Visit her Web site 
at: www.cjdarlington.com You can also visit her and 
other Christian writers 
at:www.scribblechicks.blogspot.com

#3: Bloom where you’re planted
There are always steps we can take right now. Don’t wait until you’re 
older to begin following your dream. You don’t have to go to college or 
take a million courses (though some choose that route). I personally 
learned best by reading other novels and books on the craft.

#4: Be flexible
If we had our way, our dreams would come true right now. But you 
know that Scripture in Jeremiah 29:11 that talks about God’s ways 
being higher than our ways? It’s so true. It took 14 very long years 
before my book was published, and I had to learn to trust God, even 
when I didn’t feel like it.

I’m glad now that I didn’t get published right away. If my dreams had 
come true the way I envisioned, it would’ve been a lot harder journey. 
Commit your life, and your writing, to God, and He’ll make sure you get 
where you need to be at just the right time.

Never give up. It doesn’t matter if you’re seventeen or seventy. I know 
of many writers who didn’t see success in the publishing arena until they 
were over fifty. It’s never too late, and it’s always worth pursuing your 
dreams. Never stop learning.

I look forward to seeing what God brings about in this new year!

http://www.cjdarlington.com
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“God has promised 
strength for the day, 
rest for the labor, light 
for the way, grace for 
the trials, help from 

above, unfailing 
sympathy, undying 

love.”

-Annie Johnson Flint 



The	 popular	 Christian	 Canadian	 band,	 Hawk	 Nelson,	 just	 released	 
their	 fifth	 album,	 Crazy	 Love.	 According	 to	 their	 website,	 this	 album	 
is	 “a	 return	 to	 the	 early	 days	 of	 Hawk	 Nelson	 rock	 with	 an	 ever-
maturing	 look	 at	 life	 and	 the	 need	 for	 truth.”	 Inspired	 by	 Francis	 
Chan’s	 book	 Crazy	 Love,	 the	 album	 has	 lots	 of	 up-beat	 songs	 
that’ll	 make	 you	 want	 to	 get	 up	 and	 dance	 while	 contemplating	 
their	 deep	 lyrics.	 The	 album	 also	 includes	 several	 slower	 acoustic	 
songs.	 Hawk	 Nelson	 fans	 -	 and	 everyone	 else	 who	 listens	 -	 will	 fall	 
in	 love	 with	 Crazy	 Love.	 You	 can	 buy	 the	 album	 on	 itunes	 or	 on	 
“Hawkmart”	 (hawkmart.bigcartel.com)	 

Last	 year	 I	 had	 the	 privilege	 of	 hearing	 InSalvation	 live	 at	 a	 
conference	 in	 Spain.	 It	 was	 so	 much	 fun	 doing	 worship	 with	 them	 
as	 they	 came	 in	 everyday	 with	 huge	 smiles	 on	 their	 faces,	 ready	 to	 
dance	 and	 sing	 with	 all	 their	 might.	 The	 Christian	 Dutch	 band	 plays	 
at	 conferences	 around	 Europe	 and	 they	 just	 released	 their	 new	 self-
entitled	 album,	 InSalvation.	 The	 band’s	 passion	 for	 Christ	 and	 
music	 shines	 through	 the	 powerful	 voices	 of	 lead	 singers	 Thamara	 
and	 Jafeth.	 Their	 worship	 songs	 are	 perfect	 for	 youth	 group	 or	 a	 
conference	 or	 on	 your	 ipod.	 You	 can	 buy	 the	 album	 on	 itunes	 (Their	 
songs	 are	 all	 in	 English,	 but	 the	 album	 is	 only	 on	 the	 Dutch	 version	 
of	 itunes)	 or	 on	 their	 website,	 insalvation.com	 

Francesca	 came	 on	 the	 music	 scene	 two	 years	 ago	 with	 her	 debut	 
album	 My	 Paper	 Heart.	 She	 was	 an	 immediate	 success	 with	 her	 
beautiful	 voice	 and	 catchy,	 inspiring	 lyrics.	 Now	 she’s	 back	 with	 
her	 second	 album,	 Hundred	 More	 Years.	 On	 her	 website	 Francesca	 
comments,	 "There	 are	 some	 very	 personal	 songs	 on	 this	 record,"	 she	 
adds,	 "because	 what	 I	 tend	 to	 write	 naturally	 is	 songs	 from	 my	 life,	 
what	 I'm	 struggling	 with	 and	 what	 I'm	 excited	 about.	 But	 this	 time	 
I’m	 definitely	 focused	 more	 on	 thinking	 outside	 my	 own	 
experience,	 looking	 at	 what	 other	 people	 are	 going	 through.	 I	 like	 
that	 about	 this	 record."	 You	 can	 buy	 Hundred	 More	 	 Years	 on	 
itunes	 or	 on	 Francesca’s	 website:	 http://www.francescamusic.com/
store
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An Interview With...

Ministries W G M

[ ]Walking with God’s Musicians (WGM) 
Ministries is a non-profit organization 

created by Rebecca Maurino to encourage 
Christian musicians. I interviewed Rebecca 
to find out more about her ministry. Feel 

free to listen in...

Not of this World: What inspired you to start WGM 

ministries? 

Rebecca: Well, a lot of different things, but mostly growing up 
listening to Christian music and reading about 
Christian artists. Being in touch with some of them just 
made me see the need for prayers on the artists's 
behalf! We easily think to pray for pastors and 
missionaries but not Christian musicians! Why not? 
They are in the ministry too, just a different one!

Not of this World: How many musicians have you 

interviewed? 



Rebecca:
I have interviewed only two independent artist for 
now: Kansas from the “girls only” band of sisters TRUE 
EMOTION and Rita Pam Tarachi whose team asked 
me if I would do an interview with her! They are very 
inspiring women! Keep your eyes open for more 
interviews in the future, God-willing.

Not of this World: How is God using your ministry? 

Rebecca:
God has opened many doors for me to share about my 
ministry with many people in contact with artists. 
Many prayers have been already answered on behalf of 
the musicians. I pray God provides more opportunities 
for the ministry. 

Not of this World: Do you have any prayer requests? 

I have many, but the main one would be that the word 
would spread more about WGM ministries and that 
more artists would benefit from the prayers and 
support of Christians all around the globe!  I would 
also like to ask you to  pray that God uses this ministry 
to bring awareness about the too often forgotten needs 
of " God's Musical Servants" in the Church. Life on the 
road is not as glamourous as it seems!It's a challenge 
everyday!

Rebecca:

Not of this World:

Rebecca:

What advice would you give to teenage 

girls? 

Never give up on your faith or on God because of peer 
pressure or disappointments, He is always faithful even 
when we are not!

To see WGM Ministries in action, go to:

 wgmministries.unblog.fr/

 Also, check the Not of this World blog for the rest of the interview! 



Heart of Worship by 
Michaela F.God of Wonders

I just witnessed one of the most beautiful scenes ever! I 
think I could’ve won a million photography awards if I 
had only had a camera with me. It had snowed a foot 
several days earlier so everything was covered in a 
blanket of white. As I reached the forest, the sun was 
setting and the sky was a canvas of oranges, yellows, 
blues, and pinks. Needless to say, it took my breath away.

Now I know what I am going to say next sounds so cliché 
and you are going to be like “Yeah right,” but hear me out. 
The first thing I thought of when I saw this beautiful 
scene was God. I thought of Him and how He made it all 
and He was probably looking down saying “Wow I did a 
pretty good job!” I also thought of the song “God of 
Wonders” and I started singing the words in my head. It 
just blew me away that God cared enough and was 
thoughtful and creative enough to paint the sky and dust 
the country with snow so we could enjoy this breathtaking 
picture. It reminded me that God not only created our 
planet and all that’s in it but He made many other galaxies 
and He did it all with his pinkie finger, so to speak. And 
what is even more amazing is that the God who did all 
that created ME! He loves me and put a lot of thought into 
creating me and He considers me even more of a 
masterpiece than the sky. He has a specific plan for my 
life and it comforts me that if He is so thoughtful to paint 
colors in the sky, then He must care a lot more about my 
life to make it work out according to His plan. 

If you are struggling with feeling worthless and alone, just 
look at the sky and remember that the Creator who put it 
into place loves you so much and cares about You way 
more than any of those clouds which He took the time to 
color. How amazing! Today, thank God for being a God of 
wonders.



Bible Verses on....Salvation 

“Jesus said to him, "I am 
the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except 
through me.” -John 14:6

“For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek.”
 -Romans 1:16

“For by grace you have been 

saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may 

boast.” -Ephesians 2:8-9

“In him you also, 
when you heard the 
word of truth, the 
gospel of your 
salvation, and 

believed in him, were 
sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit, 
who is the guarantee 
of our inheritance 
until we acquire 

possession of it, to 
the praise of his 

glory.”

 -Ephesians 1:13-14



“It was encouraging, 
and we’re getting to 

know each other better 
through Facebook...” 

-Avery H. on Not of this 
World’s Valentine Swap

E-mail Not of this World with 
all of your comments at: 

notofthisworld.r2@gmail.com

As MKs, we sometimes 
have to go to some crazy 
places for church. Where 

do you go to church? 
Send Not of this World a 

picture!

In the next 
issue...fiction, What’s 
God Up to?, worship 

through art, recipes, and 
much more! 
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